
The following itinerary - based on information provided by  Insider 

Journeys - is mainly for the tour component   The discussion elements are 

included in the estimated costs but the final details of the trip will be 
worked out, with guest input, closer to the departure date. 

Costs are subject to minor adjustments up to, but not beyond the time of 

booking. They do not include compulsory visas or travel insurance.   

*Subject to taking our Vietnam Airlines package

Vietnam with JimmyT

Vietnam Tour 2016   

Email: mail@jimmythomson.com or call 0412 426642 

Let author, scriptwriter and journalist Jimmy 
Thomson introduce you to his favourite part of Asia 
and enrich your experience as a reader, writer or 
simply as a traveller.  

From the high-energy, non-stop action of Saigon 
and Hanoi to the serenity of Halong Bay, from the 
Mekong Delta to majestic mountains concealing 
magnificent caves, the contrasts are many and great. 

Have your imagination stimulated by its past, present and future and 
go beyond the usual tourist destinations and experiences to talk 
about books, movies and writing – whether it’s blogs, biographies or 
novels -  or just enjoy the country and its unfailingly warm and 
friendly people.   

Only $3950 pp (twin share) including 

international and internal flights* 



DAY 1 /  Oct 14 ARRIVE SAIGON 

On arrival at Saigon airport, you will be met by Jimmy 
and an Insider Journeys representative then transferred 
to your hotel.  

Saigon is Vietnam’s commercial capital and a city of 
extraordinary energy. Even so it is a friendly and 
welcoming place with many reminders of its turbulent 
past and clear signs of the country’s momentum towards 
a propserous future.   

Meals: Welcome dinner (OC) 
Accommodation: LIBERTY CENTRAL HOTEL – Deluxe 
Room (3 nights).  
Address: 179 Le Thanh Ton Street, Ben Thanh Ward, 
District 1, Ho Chi Minh City. Tel: 84 8 3823 9269  

OUR HOTEL: The Liberty Central is in an unbeatable location just steps 
away from Ben Thanh Market. The hotel boasts bright and well-
furnished rooms with good facilities. Cool off in the small terrace pool or 
work out in the gym before exploring the variety of dining and shopping 
options and Saigon's major tourist attractions. 

OUR FOOD PHILOSOPHY 

Some people eat more that 

others.  Some drink more than 

they eat.  We  want you to 

enjoy as much or as little of 

Vietnam’s fantastic cuisine as 

you want, without feeling you 

are subsiding  the heavy 

eaters or cheating the nibblers 

and sippers. That’s why most 

meals are at your own cost. 



DAY 2 /  Oct 15 CU CHI TUNNELS & SAIGON TOUR 

Today we cruise up the Saigon river to the remarkable Cu Chi Tunnels.  As Jimmy’s 
book Tunnel  Rats reveals, the tunnels were first explored by Australian sappers 
(Army engineers) and are a testament to the ingenuity and resilience of the 
Vietnamese people.  

Back in Saigon for lunch, you can try pho, the delicious Vietnamese noodle soup.  
Then we’ll get into the literary side of the tour and explore Graham Greene's Saigon, 
taking us in a very different direction from the usual war-related trips.  We'll head for 
the former Rue Catinat, now Dong Khoi, where Greene’s British hero Thomas Fowler 
lived and worked in The Quiet American. 

Many of the buildings have been lovingly restored, including the Majestic Hotel, and 
the journo's hangout and hotbed of intrigue, the Hotel Continental.  We'll also visit the  
Palais Cafe and tip our hats at the Mondial Hotel, where Greene lived. 

There’s no point looking for the notorious “House of 500 Girls” featured in the novel – 
it’s now a roller skating rink and ballet school.  Instead we’ll take in the Central Post 
Office (designed by Eiffel of Tower fame), the Cathedral, the Banque Indochine and 
finish our walking tour at the Continental Hotel, which retains much of its retro charm, 
for a celebratory Gin and Tonic in Greene’s honour.
Meals included: Breakfast

Rue Catinat ... and now Dong Khoi 



DAY 3 /  Oct 16 MEKONG DELTA 

This morning we will travel south from Saigon, to the Mekong Delta. Known as the 
'rice bowl' of Vietnam, the Delta is the most fertile region in the country and the area 
is the country’s main producer of rice and tropical fruits.  

We’ll stop en route at an unusual temple to Cao Dai, a uniquely Vietnamese sect 
that combines a mix of  three of the world’s great religions: Buddhism, 
Confucianism and Christianity.  Graham Greene devoted a whole chapter to a visit 
to the cathedral in the Quiet American, although hit was infused with politics and 
intrigue. 
We’ll cross the mighty Mekong River by boat then explore 
some of the area’s canals, and gain a real insight into the 
lives of  local people. 

We’ll also visit a brick factory where old-fashioned kiln 
techniques are used, stop at a riverside coconut processing 
factory and visit a local home .   

Insider Experience – Taste: After a delicious lunch 
featuring some local specialties, including Elephant Ear 
Fish, we’ll return to Saigon in the late afternoon.  
Meals included: Breakfast and lunch



Today we drive South-East from Saigon through the town of Ba Ria to Nui Dat and 
Long Tan, then along the coastal road to the resort town of Vung Tau where we 
check into our hotel.  

Ba Ria was the site of an incident related in A Sappers War where the bridge was 
blown up by the Vietcong but replaced within 24 hours by Australian and US 
sappers working together, for possibly the first and last time. 

Nui Dat was the Aussie base for most of the war and now has a 
pre-school built for local kids by ex-Diggers. Even after a recent 
paint job, it still has kangaroos on the gateposts. 

Vung Tau was the Australian and American forces’ R&R retreat 
(hence the name of Mark Dapin’s crime novel set there).  It is 
now the weekend resort for Saigon families, with a lively market, 
but the spirit of wartime decadence lives on in the ‘girly bars’ 
now frequented mainly by Russian oil workers.  

Meals included: Breakfast.  
Accommodation: PALACE HOTEL VUNG TAU – Superior Room  (1 night). 

DAY 4 / Oct 17 SAIGON—VUNG TAU 

OUR HOTEL: In the heart of Vung Tau, the Palace Hotel offers a great location, 
friendly staff and excellent food. Each room is simple yet comfortable with modern facilities 
to ensure an enjoyable stay. If you don’t feel like going out, enjoy a delicious meal of 
International and Asian favourites in the cosy restaurant. Stay active with tennis or a gym 
session and relax by the pool before indulging in a spa treatment and massage.  

Vung Tau now ... and back in 1967, when R&R was set.



DAY 5 /  Oct 18 VUNG TAU—HOI AN 

After a leisurely breakfast  in our hotel, we transfer back to Saigon airport for our onward 
flight to Danang followed by a transfer to our hotel in Hoi An, the perfect place to break our 
journey.  

Located on the country’s magnificent central coast, this one-time trading port retains an old 
world ambience and a rich historical quality that resulted in its listing as a UNESCO World 
Heritage site.  This is also the perfect spot for us to process what we have seen and have a 
serious think about  Vietnam from a writer’s (and reader’s) perspective 

Meals included: breakfast. 
Accommodation: HOI AN HISTORIC HOTEL— Deluxe Room (3 nights) 

OUR HOTEL: Situated steps from Hoi An's Old Town, new buildings have been added to 
the large grounds of this resort-style hotel. Rooms are recently-renovated and spacious 
with a private balcony. Sit by the pool and take advantage of facilities such as a tennis court 
and spa. The restaurant is great value and the shady garden terrace is a delightful spot for 
breakfast. The hotel offers the benefits of a resort in a central location.  

DAY 6 /  Oct 19 HOI AN 

Take a guided walking tour through the quiet streets of Hoi An, visit a traditional 
ancient house, the Hoi An Museum, Chinese Assembly Hall and the Japanese 
Covered Bridge before returning to our hotel for a free afternoon. Why not order 
some made-to-measure clothes for which this town is famous? 
Meals included: Breakfast.  



DAY 7 /  Oct 20 Hoi An 

It’s the mid point of the tour and those who want to, can take part in a couple of 
workshops and discussion groups (tba).  It’s also a great opportunity to explore on 
your own and check out those new suits you ordered. You can also take a shuttle 
to Danag to see its famous Dragon Bridge 

Meal included: Breakfast 

DAY 8 / Oct 21 Hoi An—Hue 

OUR HOTEL: The Moonlight Hotel is one of Hue’s newest additions. Located in an 
excellent area with many local eateries and shops all around, it offers good standard rooms 
with big windows and comfortable beds. There is a small swimming pool and fitness room. 
Service is warm and friendly and the hotel is the perfect base for touring Hue.  

Today, we transfer to Hue. Located on the banks of the Perfume River, Hue was 
Vietnam’s capital throughout the Nguyen Dynasty and is a centre of Vietnamese 
Buddhism and scholarship. We’ll visit the elaborate tomb of the former emperor Tu 
Duc, explore the grounds of this large complex, and learn something of the history 
of that colourful period.  

Then it’s the imposing Citadel and Imperial Palace, the impressive home of the 
emperors of the Nguyen Dynasty who lived here, with their families, between 1802 
and 1945. Hue was the scene for some of the Vietnam War’s most bloody fighting 
and much of the Citadel was destroyed but is gradually being restored.  

From here we’ll visit the revered Thien Mu Pagoda, Hue’s oldest and most 
beautiful religious monument and finish the tour with a Dragon River Cruise.  

Meals Included: breakfast.  
Accommodation: MOONLIGHT HOTEL - Deluxe City View Room (1 night) . 



DAY 9 /  Oct 22 HUE—DONG HOI 

We leave Hue in the morning and move off the more obvious tourist trails and 
travel north along the road once known as "the street without joy" towards Dong Ha 
and the Demilitarised Zone (DMZ).  
At one time the unofficial border between the former North 
and South Vietnam (1954-1975) - the 17th Parallel - was, 
perhaps, the most hotly contested piece of territory on earth.  

If we want, we can see Khe Sanh (from Cold Chisel fame—
although Australians didn’t  fight there) close to the border 
with Laos. We also visit Hien Luong Bridge and the Vinh Moc 
Tunnels—much higher and wider than Cu Chi—before driving 
to our hotel in Dong Hoi. 

Meals included: breakfast.  
Accommodation: SUN SPA RESORT – Superior Garden Side 
(2 nights)  

OUR HOTEL:  Sun Spa Resort is a surprisingly good hotel for such an unassuming 
town as Dong Hoi. Although quite isolated, the resort offers a wide range of water sports, 
and the stunning UNESCO listed Phong Nha Caves are only 35 minutes away. There are 
two restaurants and the Ocean Terrace Bar. Just 10 minutes away in the town there’s a 
lively waterside bar serving barbecued freshly-caught fish and seafood..  

DAY 10 / Oct 23 PHONG NHA CAVES 

Today we visit Phong Nha 
Caves and the  spectacular 
Paradise Cave—that’s a  
walkway on the left of the 
picture, to show how big it is. 

For those who can’t handle 
the 500-step climb to the 
Paradise, there’s a more 
leisurely river cave cruise. 
Meals included: breakfast 



DAY 11 / Oct  25 DONG HOI—HANOI 

After breakfast we transfer back to Hue airport for our onward flight to Hanoi in the 
afternoon.  Vietnam’s capital, Hanoi is a city of many faces. The traditional 
commercial bustle, street markets, chaotic traffic and fascinating architecture of the 
Old Quarter contrast dramatically with the quiet lakes, historic temples, shady city 
parks and regal architecture of the French colonial districts.  

Hanoi’s 1,000 year history has lent the city a fascinating blend of influences and 
styles. We’ll take a walking tour through the Old Quarter - 36 ancient streets alive 
with the daily hustle of life around the markets where peddlers trade as they have 
done for centuries.  Later we might treat ourselves to the city’s legendary Cha Ca 
fish and vegetable stew. 

Meals included: breakfast.  
Accommodation: SILK PATH HOTEL – Deluxe Room ( 3 nights).  

OUR HOTEL: Prominently located in the heart of Hanoi's tourist district, this 
charming hotel boasts good amenities and friendly service for a comfortable and 
enjoyable stay. Each room is inspired by the fusion of contemporary and modern 
Vietnamese paintings. Choose from Vietnamese or Mediterranean cuisine at the 
restaurant, or sit back in the cool piano bar. The fitness centre includes a gym, 
sauna, Jacuzzi and steam bath. Enjoy modern comforts in a prime Hanoi location. 

DAY 12 / Oct  26 HANOI 

Today is mostly free but those who wish 
to, can take part in organised 
discussions with Vietnamese writers 
and academics.  We also plan to have 
home visits led by Vietnamese students 
who give up their time just so they can 
improve their English.  Otherwise the 
hotel will gladly organise tours to some 
of the many fascinating sites in the city 
Meals included: breakfast  



DAY 13 / Oct 26 HANOI—HALONG BAY 

This morning we drive to Halong Bay, passing fields of farmers working their rice 
paddies using traditional methods, including buffalo ploughs. Halong Bay achieved 
international fame as a key location in the French film ‘Indochine’ starring Catherine 
Deneuve. The bay has been important in Vietnamese legend for  centuries and 
continues to capture the imagination of visitors.  Rightly considered Vietnam’s 
greatest natural wonder, Halong Bay boasts over 3,000 islands that rise out of the 
sea to provide a spectacular natural environment 

Insider Experience - Taste: Enjoy a fresh seafood lunch on board our boat for the 
cruise out to the Bay. Later on, we’ll share a fabulous seafood dinner on board.  
Meals provided: breakfast, lunch and dinner  
Accommodation: BAI THO JUNK (PRIVATE BOAT) – Twin / Double Shared Cabin  

DAY 14 / Oct 27 HALONG BAY—HANOI 

Early risers can make the most of Halong 
Bay’s stunning scenery. On the cruise back to 
Halong City, we’ll enjoy a tasty seafood 
brunch on board before returning to Hanoi.  

Our final night in Vietnam will include an 
optional farewell dinner at the Hanoi Press 
Club, opposite the Metropole Hotel where 
Graham Greene wrote The Quiet American.  
Meals: brunch. Accom: SILK PATH HOTEL 

DAY 15 / Oct 28 HANOI—HOME 

After breakfast, we head for the airport for our flight to Saigon and then back to  
Australia. There will be a couple of hours stop-over in Saigon, time to exchange 
email addresses and share our last Triple-3 beers before we say goodbye. 

All of the above plans may be subject to minor changes, due to local conditions and 
availability at the time,  but guests will never get any less that they have paid for. 



Vietnam Writers and Readers Tour 2016 

Why Jimmy Thomson? 

Why would anyone pay to go on a tour 
with me? Well, even if I say so myself, I 
am a pretty good communicator. In 
fact, you may already know my voice 
without ever having read a word I have 
written.  

I have a regular spot on James 
Valentine’s Afternoons on ABC 702 
talking about apartment living, an adjunct 
to my weekly Flat Chat column for the 
Sydney Morning Herald. However, It will 
surprise many of Flat Chat’s followers that the column and its website is just a tiny 
part of my writing life. 

I have written 12 books, including two illustrated children's 
books, two sports biographies, a true crime account of life in  
Sydney’s Kings Cross and, of course, two books featuring  
Australia’s Tunnel Rats.  

I have also created three TV drama series, am a frequent con-
tributor to travel magazines and I'm a guest lecturer on travel 
writing at Boston University’s Sydney campus and edit three 
websites and  recently received an MA in Writing.  

I have visited Vietnam six times, twice as the leader of small tour groups, and 
although the tours I led were related to our Tunnel Rats books, this tour promises to 
go well beyond all that and provide an experience you will never forget.  

Our 2014 Tour farewell dinner - that's me in 
the centre at the rear 

Do I have to be a writer … or 

even a reader? 

The answer is emphatically no, but you 
will get a lot more out of the tour if you’ve 
read The Quiet American, once described 
as the closest thing to a travel guide book 
that you will find in a work of fiction.

Alternatively, see the 2001 movie directed 
by Australian Philip Noyce and shot in 
some of the places we’ll visit. 

Our 2012 tour group - that's R&R author 
Mark Dapin, centre back, in the  cap. 

Call 0412 426642 or email mail@jimmythomson.com 


